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Corzine likens Indonesia to a nuclear zone 
N.J. lawmakers take copter tour of ravaged lands 

Monday, January 10, 2005

BY ROBERT COHEN 
STAR-LEDGER WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Sen. Jon Corzine said yesterday that Indonesia's 
tsunami-struck Aceh province is so devastated it looks as if it were hit by a 
nuclear explosion. 

"The only thing I could think of when we flew over was Nagasaki and 
Hiroshima," said Corzine (D-N.J.), who, with other members of Congress, took 
a helicopter tour of Indonesia's ravaged coastline this weekend. 

"It's as if a nuclear weapon had gone off," Corzine said in a telephone 
interview yesterday from Bangkok. "Literally nothing stands except an 
occasional building. It is nothing but sheer rubble in Banda Aceh and along 
the coastline." 

Along with a delegation of seven congressmen, including New Jersey Reps. 
Christopher Smith (R-4th Dist.) and Michael Ferguson (R-7th Dist.), Corzine 
flew from the Indonesian capital, Jakarta, to Medan in eastern Sumatra and 
then went by helicopter to the USS Abraham Lincoln and to Banda Aceh 
before reaching Thailand. 

The lawmakers, later joined by Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th Dist.), will today 
visit Phuket in Thailand, then head on to Sri Lanka and India to further survey 
the scope of the disaster. The group will return to the United States at the end 
of the week. 

Corzine said the devastation in the Aceh province is "so broad and deep that it 
is truly incomprehensible" and "hard to imagine how anyone survived.'" 
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"But you can see the point where the water stopped. It is like a bright line, 
where the land is green and the world goes back to normal," he said. 

At least 156,000 people in 13 countries were killed by the earthquake and 
tsunami two weeks ago. Two-thirds of them died in Aceh, and some 30,000 in 
Sri Lanka, 15,000 in India and more than 5,000 in Thailand. 

Corzine, who is now in his fifth year in the Senate and planning a run for 
governor, said discussions with officials in Indonesia and Thailand and his 
personal observations left him with the impression that the U.S. military and 
aid workers are doing "a remarkable job." 

"After a fitful start, the United States is developing real credibility for being an 
effective and solid global citizen in its performance," he said. "It is pretty 
remarkable to see our military get supplies to places that are completely cut 
off from the rest of Indonesia. 

"We have been first on the ground with deep support and it is much 
appreciated," he said. "The effort has been entrepreneurial, not bureaucratic, 
and focused on getting real care to people." 

In an interview with reporters at the Banda Aceh airport, Smith said the 
biggest challenge facing the huge aid operation now under way will be 
keeping up the momentum after the initial emergency phase is over. 

"We can't have compassion fatigue here," Smith said. 

Corzine said the needs of Indonesia appear to be far greater than those in 
Thailand. 

"Indonesia doesn't have the internal capacity to deal with the problems in the 
short or long run," Corzine said. "It is a tragedy in Thailand, but in Indonesia 
we are talking about a holocaust for the communities involved." 

At least $6 billion has been pledged by governments, individuals and 
corporations in an unprecedented global response to the widest-ranging 
natural calamity in living memory. 

The United States has pledged $350 million in aid, which President Bush has 
called only an "initial commitment" and is essentially a line of credit that can 
be spent as American relief officials identify needs. The U.S. ranks fourth 
behind Australia, Japan and Germany in government aid so far. 
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